
 
LESSON PLAN 

Subject Unit  Lesson Key stage  

History 1 Who were the Conscientious Objectors? 3 

Topic: Conscientious objectors  

Objectives:  

 To discover who the conscientious objectors were. 

 To investigate why they didn’t want to go to war. 

Keywords:  

First World War, conscientious objector, conscription, military service. 

Introduction/ISM:  

Army recruitment image – Follow PowerPoint and discuss the start of the First World 

War.  Why do these men look happy to be joining the war effort?    

Timing 

 5 mins  

'The state should have the right to compel the individual to fight for their country, and to 

give up their life if necessary, in time of war.'  

Pupils should discuss in groups whether or not they agree with this statement.   

Discuss reasons for and against this statement  

Following PowerPoint discuss the conscription act 1916.   

Introduction to the conscientious objectors following the PowerPoint. 

Questions to answer in workbooks 

1. What was conscription and why was it introduced? 

2. What is a conscientious objector?   

3. What reasons do you think someone had for not going to fight in the war? 

Class discussion on the above questions, pupils can add to their workbooks during the 

discussion. 

4. Which do you believe is the most valid reason?  Support your answer with 

reasons.   

Pupils should make notes on the different kinds of conscientious objectors in their 

workbooks.   

Activity one. 

Each group is given a poster (see source pack) pupils should think about what that 

message the poster conveys.  Who is it aimed at?  How should it make the reader feel?  

Pupils should present their findings to the rest of the class 

 

The white feather – Following PowerPoint discuss the pressure that men were under to 

join the war effort.  What does the source tell us?  Do pupils believe this is fair?  Was 

the man a coward?  Is this source biased?   

Activity two 

Pupils should complete the Military service acts (1916) form.  Pupils should imagine 

they are now a working adult.  They should complete the form as a conscientious 

objector.  Pupils should pick a type of conscientious objector from a random draw (see 

conscientious objector type sheet to cut up)  Go through the reasons for exemption prior 

to pupils completing form as language may be too difficult for ALN pupils.  They 

should then match one of the reasons to the random draw they have been given.  They 

must explain their reasons in detail on the second sheet for wishing to be considered for 

exemption from conscription.  Pupils can continue on another sheet of paper if 

necessary.   

These forms will be used in the next lesson to be part of an in classroom tribunal.   

Timing 

  

5 mins  
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Plenary: To conclude the lesson a few pupils could read out their reasons for objecting to 

conscription.   

Extension work: 

Pupils could start planning a written assessment piece entitled ‘The day in the life of a 

Conscientious Objector’  (See worksheet)   

Differentiation:  Pupils with ALN should be given assistance during this lesson to contribute to 

classroom discussion.  Pupils with ALN can complete the ‘Military Service form 1916 ALN’ 

which has some sentence starters.   

Assessment: In the form of presentations given by groups and from written argument given on 

military service acts form. 

Resources:  

PowerPoint presentation 

Source pack – posters. 

Military service acts 1916 form  

Military service acts 1916 ALN form  

Conscientious objector – type cut out sheet 

A day in the life of a Conscientious Objector worksheet (Extension task) 

Links to literacy/numeracy: 

Literacy - This lesson can link to literacy in the following ways: 

 Pupils are asked to speak clearly using appropriate language 

 Contribute to a group discussion. 

 Listen and respond to others. 

 Gather and organise information from various sources. 

 Select and organise ideas and information to give a clear and full account. 

 Collate and summarise relevant information 

 Expand upon ideas with supporting reasons. 

Numeracy - This lesson can link to numeracy in the following ways: 

 Time events and organise results.  

 

 


