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31 st MARCH 2013 archaeological trust

The Trustees present their annual report and accounts for the year
ended 31 *' March 2013

Objective of the Trust

The Dyfed Archaeological Trust is a non - profit making educational
charity and a private limited company. The Trust was established in
1975 as part of network of four independent archaeological
organisations covering the whole of Wales. The object for which the
Trust is established is to advance the education of the public in
archaeology.

Mission Statement

The Trust seeks to improve the promotion , understanding and
protection  of the historic environment and maintains a strong
regional commitment to southwest Wales.

Promoting the historic environment

All of the Trustbdés activities direct] t
environment. However, some projects and activities were specifically
aimed at raising awareness of the historic environment as one of
Wal esbs greatest assets.

Community participation

The Trust has always welcomed the involvement of members of local
communities, students and other volunteers on excavations and other
projects. In recent years we have supported increased participation as
it is now recognised within the profession that archaeology can make
a major contribution to economic and social objectives, including child
poverty, social inclusion, public health, tourism and economic
regeneration.

One such project was Arfordir, now in its fourth year. One of the
main aims of this project is to provide volunteers with the skills and
equipment to record sites with minimal professional input. This was
successfully achieved in north Pembrokeshire where members of the
community established the Abermawr Rapid Response Recording
Group to monitor and survey archaeological remains on the beach.
The Trust also provided training to other groups and individuals
involved in Arfordir.




Thirty volunteers under the supervision of Trust staff excavated a e

prehistoric site at Crugiau Cemmais, Pembrokeshire, and in D Y F E D
Carmarthenshire a group of dedicated volunteers in exceptionally cold
weather began investigating the limestone quarrying industry on the
Black Mountain as part of CALCH, a project dedicated to investigating,
conserving and promoting industrial remains. This project will

continue in 2013 and 2014.

archaeological trust

Recording the surviving physical legacies of the First World War may

be a major community project in 2014 to 2019, and therefore in

preparation the Trust undertook a scoping study to assess what
survives and to gauge the publicbds
study showed that significant remains survive and that there is a

desire for a community recording; the Trust in partnership with other
organisations will develop a project to start on the centenary of the
outbreak of the War.

This increased community participation has been made possible, in

part, by the Trust benefitting from two Heritage Lottery Fund

Community Archaeology Training Placements focussing on engaging
with schools and young people. These are one -year posts, and the
challenge the Trust faces in future years will be finding ways to

support the increasing demand for community archaeology.

Open days, talks and walks

Direct contact with members of the public, local interest groups and

professional bodies is a simple and effective way of promoting the

work of the Trust and the historic environment, and during the year

staff gave lectures, talks and guided walks to a wide range of

organisations. Papers were presented at workshops, seminars and

conferences. In total, almost 60 lectures, walks and talks were given.

Day schools are a particularly effective method of disseminating
information; over 75 people attended
archaeological day school in March 2013, and the Trust helped
organi se Pembrokeshire Coast National,g
school in November 2012, which attracted a record audience of over \'
200 people.

Over 2000 people enjoyed and participated in a variety of activities,
including heraldry design, cooking demonstrations, medieval battle re
-enactment, story -telling, pot making and basket weaving over a
weekend in July at Aberystwyth Castle as part of the Festival of
British Archaeology. The event was organised by the Trust in
partnership with Cynnal y Cardi, the RCAHMW and Ceredigion
Museum.
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Reports and publications

The Trust is committed to making the results of its investigations
available to as wide an audience as possible. We are therefore
pleased to announce that the results of excavations and surveys of
Iron Age enclosed settlements were published in the international
journal, Proceedings of the Prehistoric Society , and reports on
excavations on the early medieval cemeteries of West Angle and
Brownslade in Pembrokeshire were published in the journal
Archaeologia Cambrensis

Trust staff produced over 55 internal reports, ranging from long

reports on Cadw grant  -aided projects to shorter reports of just a few
pages on watching briefs. These reports are publically accessible
through the Historic Environment

Three newsletters summarised results of recently completed projects
and promoted future events. These were circulated electronically to
individuals and organisations on
printed copies were made available at events and activities.

Website and social media

The Trustds website serves as a val
resource and is an effective method of disseminating information
about all aspects of the Trust bs
on projects and other work of the Trust was added to the website.

The address is www.dyfedarchaeology.org.uk

The Trustds Facebook page and Twi
information on whatodos happening i
promoting future events.

Press and other media

Local newspapers, radio and national television channels are useful
tools for promoting the historic environment to a wide audience. In
addition to taking opportunities to disseminate new discoveries
through radio and television, the Trust has a regular column in the
Carmarthen Journal and articles on specific topics were occasionally
placed in other newspapers.

Historic Environment Record

The Regional Historic Environment (HER) contains data in digital and
paper formats on archaeological and related sites in southwest Wales.
The RCAHMW grant -aided the Trust to maintain and enhance the
HER. By the end of March 2013 the HER contained records of 49,686
sites and 31,049 records relating to fieldwork and other events.



http://www.dyfedarchaeology.org.uk
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In additional to providing data to inform decisions on managing the me 9

historic environment, the HER is a powerful research tool for members D Y F E D
of the public, academics and others. The Trust, in partnership with the
other three Welsh Archaeological Trusts, has developed a software
package, part of which T Archwilio T allows the public to view HER
data across the internet. During the year, many site descriptions were
enhanced and photographs of selected sites were made available.
Archwilio is now the preferred method to find out about archaeological
and other sites, but for those requiring enhanced data, and for those
without internet access, we continued to provide information by post

archaeological trust

and to enquirers visiting the HER in person.

Understanding the historic environment

A

All of the Trustds work assists in
historic environment. Some work, however, was specifically designed

with this objective in view, including excavations, surveys,

assessments, watching briefs and building recording projects. A

selection is briefly described below.

Cadw grant -aided projects

Over the past twenty years we have been investigating classes of
archaeological site, the aim being to understand what survives in
order to provide information for management purposes, to make
scheduling recommendations to Cadw, and to make available the
collected data to a wide audience through the HER and Archwilio.
During the year four Scheduling Enhancement Projects dealt with post -~
-medieval sites: mills, fish weirs, rabbit warrens and holy wells , and ~
two with 20 ™ century military remains: airfields and aircraft crash
sites. Overall it was found that the quality of surviving sites was good,
and numerous scheduling recommendations were made.

Post-excavation analysis was completed and reports prepared for
publication on several sites excavated in previous years, including the
Bronze Age round barrows of Fan in Ceredigion and Fan Foel in
Carmarthenshire, St Brides early medieval cemetery and St Ishmael
medieval village. Some work was also undertaken on a book about
defended enclosures and on a chapter in another publication dealing
with management issues on metal mines.

A successful first season of excavation was completed at Crugiau
Cemmaes, and three geophysical surveys - Crickchurch deserted
church and village, a possible Roman fort at Wiston and West Rath

Iron Age defended enclosure - produced very interesting results. It is
anticipated that an excavation will be carried out at Wiston in the
forthcoming year.
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Other funded projects

We carried out a large number and a wide range of different projects
for various clients: public and private developers, unitary authorities,
voluntary organisations, the Welsh Government and consultants, and
also obtained project funding from several grant -awarding
organisations.

Types of projects undertaken included excavations, evaluations,

building recording, desk  -top assessments, watching briefs, and report
writing. Two large evaluation excavations in Carmarthenshire, one on

the site of a proposed school at Llandeilo and the other in advance of
new housing in Carmarthen revealed important Bronze Age funerary
monuments. It is anticipated that both these sites will be fully

excavated in the near future.

For a second year we were involved with two projects investigating
the connection between Pembrokeshire and Stonehenge. Trust staff
assisted Professors Geoff Wainwright and Tim Darvill in the
excavation of a prehistoric quarry on the slopes Carn Menyn on the
Preseli Mountains as part of the SPACES project, and Professor Mike
Parker Pearson in the investigation of another quarry at Craig
Rhosyfelin during the Stones of Stonehenge project.

A report on climate change and the historic environment was
produced in partnership with the University of Gloucestershire for the
Welsh Government, followed by a popular booklet summarising the
main points of the report.

The Trust obtained funding from several grant -awarding bodies for
CALCH. Investigation and understanding is just one element of this
substantial project, with most work scheduled for 2013 -14.

Protecting the historic environment

Cadw grant -aid enabled the Trust to provide a comprehensive

heritage management service across the whole of the region,

including: responding to a large number of consultations on a variety

of issues affecting the historic environment; providing advice to
organisations and individuals; representing the Trust on local,

regional and national committees; and contributing to the activities of
numerous external groups. All of t
this advice.

Planning Services

Pre-planning advice and recommending conditions on planning
applications are important tools in protecting the historic
environment. Continuing grant -aid for the provision of archaeological




planning advice (over and above the Cadw grant) was provided by the alfocl Lo i Lglnn

five local planning authorities in the region: Carmarthenshire County D Y F E D
Council, Ceredigion County Council, Pembrokeshire County Council,
Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Authority and Brecon Beacons
National Park Authority.

archaeological trust

During the year the Trust monitored 4666 planning applications, of
which 2030 required detailed appraisal, resulting in further action in

221 cases, including recommendations for desk -top assessments,
evaluations, excavations, recording and watching briefs. On 17
occasions the recommendation was for refusal on archaeological
grounds.

Glastir

Welsh Government grant  -aid enables the Trust to provide information
and advice to ensure that historic environment assets are properly

managed on farms entering the Glastir agri -environment scheme. The
Trust provided information on the entry All Wales Element scheme,

advice on the Glastir Advanced scheme, and compiled data to inform

the new Glastir Woodland Management Scheme. In addition the Trust
responded to consultations received from the Forestry Commission on

the Glastir New Woodland Creation scheme.

Portable Antiquities Scheme

The Trust works closely with metal detectorist clubs, individual
detectorists and others to ensure the finds are reported and recorded
under this voluntary scheme. During the year recorded finds included
Roman and medieval coins, a medieval harness mount and a Roman
brooch.

Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Archaeologist

The Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Authority continued to

provide support for the provision of historic environment promotion,
understanding and protection services. Cadw grant -aid for work on
the management of Scheduled Ancient Monuments within the Park
allowed the Trust to employ a full -time park archaeologist.

Legal and administrative information

Constitution

The Dyfed Archaeological Trust is a company limited by guarantee
and not having a share capital (number 1198990) and a registered
charity (number 504616). The governing documents are the
Memorandum and Articles of Association of the 4th July 1975. The
Trust is one of the four Archaeological Trusts originally established in




